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BACH: 
MASS IN B MINOR
                 Sat. June 12 - 7:30pm
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      1:30pm

Special Pre-festival Concert Dynamic Convergence: Requiem and Sacred Songs

ECSTATIC EXPRESSIONS J.S. BACH: 
BRANDENBURG CONCERTOS

CELEBRATING CHOPIN:
MELISSA MARSE IN CONCERT

Craig Hella Johnson - conductor

LIVE broadcast

World-class musicians including Joshua Bell, 
Bobby McFerrin, Hilary Hahn, and Béla Fleck  
share their innermost thoughts and personal 
reflections on the power and genius of Bach’s 
music. Hear performances of his greatest 
masterpieces on instruments including 
violin, organ, clarinet, banjo, ukulele, and 
glass harp!

Michael Lawrence, dir.; 2009; 116 min; 
documentary/not rated

The community is the choir! Learn basic       
vocal technique and join a pick-up chorus 
including Grammy®-nominated singers led by 
Craig Hella Johnson. If you’ve ever dreamed of 
singing under the direction of a world-
renowned conductor, join us!

Inspiring performances by young musicians: 
guitarist Thales Smith and soprano Erin 
English.

Pianist Michelle Schumann, violinist Corinne 
Stillwell and cellist Greg Sauer perform music 
by three “great R’s”: Rossini, Rachmaninov, 
and Ravel. Learn about traditions in musical 
“piracy” and borrowings between composers.

ROSSINI / PAGANINI Variations on 
 One String
RAVEL Piano Trio in A minor
RACHMANINOV Trio Elégiaque 
 in D minor

Celebrate the 35th anniversary of the       
founding of the festival! We’re in an                      
anniversary mood with this concert of songs 
by composers who share 2010 as a special 
year: Schumann’s 200th birthday, Hugo Wolf’s 
150th and Barber’s 100th.

VBF Chamber Artists

An intimate performance of the beloved           
2nd and 3rd Brandenburg concertos on period 
instruments.

 We celebrate the Festival’s 35th year with a special  
performance in the beautiful Corpus Christi Cathedral.      
Craig Hella Johnson leads 120 voices of the Conspirare 
Symphonic Choir and Victoria Bach Festival Chorus, joined 
by celebrated organists Gerre and Judith Hancock. Timeless 
and contemporary, these choral masterworks celebrate the 
strength of the human spirit. This concert will also be offered 
in Austin on Saturday, June 5 at University Presbyterian 
Church; call 512-476-5775 for information.

Sunday, June 6, 4:30pm 
Corpus Christi Cathedral
505 North Upper Broadway • Corpus Christi, Texas
 
VBF Chorus, Conspirare Symphonic Choir
Gerre and Judith Hancock, organ
Craig Hella Johnson, conductor
 
Maurice Duruflé Requiem
James MacMillan Cantos Sagrados (Sacred Songs) 
Johannes Brahms Let Nothing Ever Grieve Thee

Virtuosic pianist Melissa Marse performs music 
for solo piano by Chopin in celebration of the 
composer’s 100th birthday.

Known as the Poet of the 
Piano, Frédéric Chopin 
created intensely expres-
sive and sensual music 
which Marse interprets 
with passion and poise.

Joyous and expressive music for small 
ensembles by Schumann, Borodin and Poulenc.

Concert by acclaimed 
Canadian organist Ken 
Cowan,  sponsored by 
Frels Pipe Organs.

“It is difficult to find 
enough adjectives to 
describe Ken Cowan's 
playing.   He is simply one 
of the best anywhere!”  

--The Diapason

“Cowan’s careful and wonderfully sensitive 
musical interpretation…moved this writer to 
tears.”  -- The American Organist 

Some of Bach's most profound and beautiful 
music, the Mass in B minor is grand in        
scale and remarkable for its musical and               
spiritual unity. A period performance using 
instruments and tunings in the style of    
those used in Bach’s day. 

This collaborative production with Grammy®- 
nominated choral ensemble Conspirare will 
be repeated on Sunday, June 13, at 7:00pm  
at the Long Center for the Performing Arts    
in Austin. Call 512-476-5775 for tickets to the 
Austin performance.

SCHUMANN  Piano Quintet in E flat major
BORODIN  String Quartet No. 2 in D major
POULENC  Sextuor

VBF Chamber Artists

Victoria Bach Festival Baroque Orchestra
Conspirare
Craig Hella Johnson, conductor

BACH Brandenburg concertos in no. 2  
 F major and no. 3 in G major
WASSENAER Concerto Armonico 
 No. 1 in G Major
ALBINONI Trio Sonata in E Minor

 In this special anniversary  year for the 
Festival, we have planned an extraordinary 
week of breathtakingly beautiful music 
coupled with some birthday fun.  
 The musicians of the Victoria Bach 
Festival have been inspiring listeners for 
thirty-five years now. We will honor and 
enjoy the music of some very special 
composers by marking important anniver-
saries, including the 325th anniversary of 
the birth of the namesake of our Festival, J.S. Bach.  
 
 Michelle Schumann brings us a dazzling array of chamber music, Joey 
Martin highlights emerging new talent with our New Young Artists, and I 
have the distinct privilege to lead our Victoria Bach Festival musicians and 
Conspirare in one of the great musical masterworks of all time: J.S. Bach’s 
Mass in B Minor. It will truly be an anniversary week to remember!

2010 Victoria Bach FestivalWeek at a Glance
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